
 

 

 
 
 
 
Mr Derek Penman QPM 
HM Inspector of Constabulary 
 

Ms Margaret Mitchell MSP 
Convener,  
Justice Committee 
Room T2.60 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 
 
            20 June 2016 
 
  
           
Dear Convener 
 
Police Scotland’s Counter Corruption Unit 
 
I refer to your letter dated 14 June 2016 regarding the HMICS Review into Police Scotland’s 
Counter Corruption Unit and your request that I endeavour to ensure that my report is published 
no later than the morning of Monday 27 June 2016. 
 
As I outlined in my letter dated 20 May 2016 to the Clerk, the complexities of our review and the 
ongoing Investigatory Powers Tribunal, (IPT) have extended the time allocated for our quality 
assurance processes and factual accuracy checking.  We are still actively engaged in these 
processes and have still to finalise our report in light of additional evidence obtained from a 
user engagement session held on Wednesday, 15 June 2016.  
 
On Friday 17 June 2016, IOCCO published a redacted version of a memorandum submitted by the 
Commissioner into the circumstances surrounding the contravention of the Acquisitions and 
Disclosure of Communications Data, Code of Practice (2015) by Police Scotland. The information 
contained within this memorandum is relevant to our review and we are currently reconciling its 
content against our draft report. 
 
Whilst our report is not yet finalised, I am still endeavouring to have this ready for publication 
within the timescales outlined in my letter dated 20 May 2016 to the Clerk.  However, I 
acknowledge the strong public interest in this matter and the requirement for parliamentary 
scrutiny by the Justice Committee prior to the Summer recess and will commit to publishing an 
interim report on Monday 27 June 2016. This will cover my review of the CCU investigation into 
the alleged unlawful disclosure of sensitive information to a journalist.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

I can also confirm that I will be available to attend and give evidence at the meeting of the 
Justice Committee on Tuesday 28 June, 2016.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Derek Penman  
HM Inspector of Constabulary 
 

 
  
 


